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1. Objectives and challenges of the approach 

 
We strive for fruit and gastronomy that connect and care for the Living. 

As part of our “Care for the future” CSR program and the pillar “Inspire sustainable, fruit-based 
gastronomy”, we are supporting the development of artisanal culinary practices by offering a 
range of products that combine pleasure, naturalness and responsibility. 

Offering more natural products primarily means ensuring healthier ingredients for 

consumers. 

 
Within this framework, Les vergers Boiron has created an approach designed to guarantee 
products with no pesticide residue. Our objective is to reach 80% of our flavors with the "no 
pesticide residue" claim by 2030. 

 

The "no pesticide residues" claim addresses major concerns that are close to our hearts. 

• Consumer health: Reduce risks related to exposure to pesticide residues, which can have 
harmful effects on health. 

• Sustainable approach and enhanced traceability: The "no pesticide residue" approach is 
part of a drive to promote more sustainable farming practices, improve traceability of raw 
materials, back to the producer when possible, and implement sustainability assessments. 

• Product quality: By offering products with no residue, Les vergers Boiron provides healthier 
products, thus providing an additional guarantee in terms of food safety. 

• Regulation and compliance: This approach enables us to anticipate potential regulatory 
changes imposing stricter thresholds on pesticide use and thus comply with future 
requirements before they come into force. 

• Transparency: Les vergers Boiron products bearing this claim are clearly identified and 
visible on our website. 

• Traceability: In the event of non-compliance, the claim is immediately withdrawn. An 
effective traceability system then enables the source of contamination to be rapidly 
identified. 
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2. Presentation of the "no pesticide residue" claim 

 
2.1 Principle 

Les vergers Boiron has implemented a rigorous approach to guarantee the absence of 

residues of the targeted active substances in the products covered by this claim. The 

claim is based on analyses carried out on the finished products. 

All products in our range are being progressively incorporated into this project. As the 

project moves forward, new product references will carry the claim "no pesticide residue". 

Phytosanitary treatments are not prohibited in the cultivation of raw materials, provided they 

are used according to application conditions, regulatory limits, and that no residues of 

substances remain on the finished products. 
 

 

If non-compliance is found, the claim is removed from the flavor, and an in-depth root cause 

analysis is initiated. 

 
2.2 Sampling and inspection method 

 
 

Finished products labeled "pesticide residue-free" are subject to routine testing. For 

each batch of finished products, a representative sample is analyzed in a laboratory: 

o independent 

o applying the ISO/IEC 17025 standard and accredited by the COFRAC, which 

is the national accreditation body in France. It is responsible for officially 

recognizing the competence of laboratories, certification, inspection, or 

calibration bodies to perform services in accordance with international standards. 

The claim of no pesticide residues is confirmed when tests on finished products show that 

the level of each target active substance is below the limit of quantification (generally set 

at 0.01 mg/kg). This limit may vary depending on the substances and the analytical methods 

available (see annex 2). 
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- Screening of more than 700 targeted active substances (see Appendix 2) including: 

o Active substances authorized in the EU 

o Active substances targeted under the EU multi-year coordinated inspection 

programs aimed at ensuring compliance with MRLs in foodstuffs 

o The active substances notified to the EU on the RASFF (Rapid Alert System for Food 
and Feed) food alert website 

o Metabolites of active substances that are included in the definition of 

regulatory residue 

o Pesticides banned for many years but still persistent (e.g., DDT, dieldrin) 

o Active substances banned in the EU but subject to import tolerances 

Screenings are regularly updated in line with changes to EU MRLs and quantification techniques. 
 

A duplicate of the sample analyzed is retained by Les vergers Boiron until the finished 

product's Best-Before Date has passed to allow for checks in the event of an inspection. 

The test results can be provided on request. 
 
 

 
3. Visual identity: 

 

Flavors claimed as “no pesticide residue” are identified on the website https://les-
vergers-boiron.com/en/ by the “no pesticide residue” logo as well as on the technical 
data sheets. 

 
 
 

https://les-vergers-boiron.com/en/
https://les-vergers-boiron.com/en/
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APPENDIX 1: Glossary 
 

Pesticide: Chemical or biological substance used to prevent, destroy, or control harmful organisms, such as 

insects, invasive weeds, fungi, and other pests that can damage crops, plants, or animals. Pesticides can be 

classified into several categories, including: 

 

1. Insecticides: to control insects. 

2. Herbicides: to eliminate weeds. 

3. Fungicides: to combat fungi and fungal diseases. 

4. Rodenticides: to control rodents. 

 
Active substances: “chemical elements and their compounds as they occur in nature or as produced by 

industry, including any impurity inevitably resulting from the manufacturing process” 

 

 
Pesticide residue: "one or more substances present in or on plants or plant products, foodstuffs of animal origin, 
drinking water or elsewhere in the environment, and constituting the residue from the use of a plant protection 
product, including their metabolites and degradation or reaction products " 

 

Metabolite: "any degradation product of an active substance that is formed either within an organism or in the 

environment" 

 

 
MRL (maximum residue limit): "maximum residue concentration of a phytopharmaceutical product, set officially, 
tolerated in a foodstuff in its raw or processed state intended for humans or animals. The MRL is generally expressed 
in milligrams of substance per kilogram of foodstuff (ppm, or parts per million). 

 

This is a standard set by health authorities. These limits are put in place to ensure food safety and protect 

consumers' health. MRLs are set based on scientific data on toxicity and exposure, and they vary according 

to the types of food and chemical substances. 

 

LOQ (limit of quantification): “minimum concentration of a substance measurable by a validated analytical method, 
in a defined substrate” 

 

 
LOD (limit of detection): "minimum concentration of a substance detectable by a validated analytical method, in a 
defined substrate, but not precisely quantifiable". 

 
Screening: analysis method used to detect and quantify, from a single sample, several hundred compounds and their 
metabolites (as opposed to “single residue” methods that analyze a single compound due to its chemical properties 
and require the use of a specific assay method) 
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APPENDIX 2: Screening of active substances analyzed and quantification 
thresholds 
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